RODRIGUEZ, FERNANDO
This is an 85-year-old gentleman being evaluated and recertified for hospice now with diagnosis of congestive heart failure. The patient’s congestive heart failure causes reduced ejection fraction which causes the patient to be short of breath. He also suffers from diabetes and kidney failure which increases his shortness of breath. He has a defibrillator in place, status post heart valve replacement, peripheral vascular disease, and carotid artery stenosis. The patient lives with his wife who is his primary caregiver and his daughter Martha lives in close vicinity. The patient has been more lethargic, has lost weight because he is not eating. He is retaining fluids both because of renal failure and congestive heart failure related to right-sided heart failure and decreased ejection fraction. The patient also requires help of his wife for his total ADL and bowel and bladder incontinence. He has a KPS score of 40%. He is no longer able to use a bedside commode or urinal and wears a diaper which is definitely sign of weakness and worsening of his heart failure. The patient is confused because of hypoperfusion of his brain and he most likely has less than six months to live. Now, he is sleeping more and remains very much hospice appropriate.
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